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tenacity and fearlessness. The names of El Teb and
Macneil's Zeriba are still remembered to their credit, and
the recently-erected obelisk at Tamai and Kipling's well-
known poem, Fuzzy- Wuzzy, testify to the strong impression
they made on the regular British troops.
However, the natural independence of the tribe, coupled
with a wholesome respect for British guns and rifles,
caused a split in its ranks, which was aggravated by
Osman's brutalities, and it is doubtful whether he was
ever able to mobilise more than half its numbers. More-
over, years of famine and the extortions of the Baggara
dervishes sent from Khartoum to garrison Kassala and
strengthen Osman's hand gradually lessened the tribes-
men's ardour, and many escaped and took to the hills.
Tokar was recaptured by Government troops in 1891 and
Kassala occupied by the Italians in 1894. Osman Digna
withdrew to Adarama on the river Atbara, taking some
reluctant Hadendowa sheikhs with him, but by this time
the tribe as a whole had had enough, and as an active
danger had ceased to exist. Thousands had been killed
or died of famine ; their flocks and herds had been deci-
mated and the tribal units scattered.
The Mahdia passed the Bisharin over lightly, especially
in the Atbai. There were none of those sharp divisions
of allegiance, which caused such lasting splits in the
Amarar and Hadendowa. There was no strong feeling
for or against the Mahdis cause. After the fall of Khar-
toum, the establishment of a Mahdist force at Berber
compelled the inland sections to accept the regime, and
the Um Nagi clans were partially controlled by dervish
posts at Kiau, Abu Dueim, and Ariab. The coastal
sections, Shantirab and Hamedorab, held aloof, being safe
from raids and liable to be coerced or protected by British
warships from Suakin. Sporadic skirmishes with Dervish
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